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As an author or a marketer at a publishing house, there’s a wide array 
of marketing tactics at your disposal — from author websites to social 
media channels. But simply creating a static website page or claiming an 
Instagram account isn’t enough — you need to share great  
content on your social channels.

To inspire you for this challenge, we compiled more than 180 real-world 
examples of authors and publishers using content marketing to reach 
readers. While we don’t have data that shows how these campaigns 
performed, and not all the examples will be applicable to you, we think 
this collection is a great starting point for anybody developing a book 
marketing plan.

Also, sometimes there’s only so much a screenshot can capture. 
We encourage you to click on the author or publisher’s name above 
each example to explore the content they’ve created in more depth.

Publishers, agents, and publicists, this book was written with authors in 
mind. It’s a great resource to share with the authors you work with — or 
to dive into yourself so you can better guide your authors through the 
challenges of book marketing.  
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AUTHOR WEBSITES
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Many successful authors have websites that are the hub of 
their online marketing activity — sites that provide a central 
platform for everything from blogging to book sales and email 
newsletters. 

To appear on this list of examples, sites had to meet most, if 
not all, of the following criteria:

 • Includes a list of published books
 • Prominently displays new or upcoming releases
 • Provides an obvious way to subscribe for email  
          updates
 • Provides a way to contact the author
 • Includes links to the author’s social media profiles
 • Displays a list of upcoming events
 • Includes a blog to showcase the author’s  
         personality and/or writing process
 • Is easy to navigate
 • Has a clean, unique design

Author Websites
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Nora’s layout showcases her titles. The top section 

of her home page scrolls through announcements 

and new releases, and it’s easy to find a list of all of 

her books.

Nora Roberts
www.noraroberts.com
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Steena Holmes

In the top section of Steena’s homepage, visitors 

can see both her upcoming and newest releases. 

The layout of her site makes it easy for readers to 

purchase her books on their preferred retailer.

www.steenaholmes.com
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Dean Koontz

Dean’s homepage focuses on his newest release, 

and his site navigation is clean and simple. It’s also 

easy to subscribe to email updates.

www.deankoontz.com
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Heather Sunseri

Heather’s website has clear navigation, along with a 

homepage that promotes her top titles.

www.heathersunseri.com
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Debbie Macomber

We love Debbie’s website design, which promotes 

her newest release in the top section. If you scroll 

down the homepage, you can also see where she 

promotes her newest books, and links to the most 

recent articles on her blog.

www.debbiemacomber.com
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Kellie Coates Gilbert

Kellie includes blurbs for her newest release right on 

her homepage, and it’s easy to see where readers 

can subscribe to get all her news.

www.kelliecoatesgilbert.com
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Jennifer Niven

Jennifer’s website is visually stunning, and focuses 

on her newest release. She has a strong author 

platform, so her top navigation includes her blog 

and social media icons.

www.jenniferniven.com
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Brenda Novak

We love how it’s really easy to see where to 

subscribe to Brenda’s newsletter. The countdown to 

Brenda’s upcoming release is a great feature, too!

www.brendanovak.com
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Julie James

Julie’s elegant design focuses on her newest release, 

and visitors can scroll down to see what books are 

coming down the pipeline.

www.juliejames.com
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Victoria Scott

Victoria fits all of her books on her homepage, but 

the vibrant feature section draws the eye to her 

newest release.

www.victoriascott.com
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Tim Tigner

Tim’s website has a clear call-to-action for a free 

book. Clicking this button takes visitors to a sign-up 

page for his newsletter so he can send their free 

copy via email and grow his mailing list.

www.timtigner.com
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Elizabeth Gilbert

Elizabeth’s homepage showcases her upcoming 

books, along with links where readers can pre-order 

this book.

www.elizabethgilbert.com
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Alexandra Bracken

We love the fun biographical information on 

Alexandra’s homepage, and her use of bolding and 

color to emphasize top keywords.

www.alexandrabracken.com
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John Grisham

The handwritten note on John’s website is unique 

and fun, and a great way to promote his book as a 

holiday gift idea. It’s also easy to see where to join 

his mailing list!

www.jgrisham.com
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Gillian Flynn

Gillian’s design and use of highlighting makes it easy 

for readers to spot the links to order her newest 

book on their favorite retailer.

www.gillian-flynn.com
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Cassandra Clare

The look and feel of Cassandra’s website is an 

excellent example of author branding. We also 

love the prominent social media icons, the use of 

the blurb, and the link to read an excerpt from her 

upcoming novel.

www.cassandraclare.com

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://www.cassandraclare.com
http://www.cassandraclare.com
http://www.cassandraclare.com


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 21

Harlan Coben

Harlan’s clean design makes it easy for readers to 

see where they can pre-order his newest book and 

read an excerpt right away.

www.harlancoben.com
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Tami Hoag

Tami’s website has clean navigation, and we love 

how each page on her site showcases the cover 

of her upcoming release along with links where 

readers can pre-order the book.

www.tamihoag.com
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Kevin Hearne

Kevin’s website has a unique design and navigational 

structure, which helps showcase his personality. 

His homepage also features the newest book in his 

series.

www.kevinhearne.com
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Karen Marie Moning

Karen prominently displays her upcoming release 

on her homepage in a widget that cycles through 

the different books, formats, and signed copies now 

available.

www.karenmoning.com
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J. Daniels

J. Daniels’s website design and logo convey her 

author brand. We also love how it’s easy to see 

where readers can purchase her books and 

subscribe to her mailing list.

www.authorjdaniels.com
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Kami Garcia

Kami’s website design is so unique and fun, we 

had to include it! It really shows off her brand and 

personality.

www.kamigarcia.com
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Jody Hedlund

This clean design makes it easy for readers to find 

books Jody’s written in the genre they prefer — 

young adult, historical romance, or historical fiction.

www.jodyhedlund.com
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Bella Andre

Bella’s design is simple and elegant. She has an 

extensive backlist, so her books page lists all of her 

books within each series in chronological order. A 

pop-up appears on any page on her site after a few 

seconds — readers receive a “free gift” of four free 

books for joining her mailing list.

www.bellaandrefans.com
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Susan Dennard

Susan’s design and icons are fun and unique, and 

she calls her mailing list a “community” so readers 

feel like they’re joining something more than just a 

mailing list.

www.susandennard.com
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Emma Davies

Emma’s website includes reviews right on the 

homepage, and features a simple and clean 

navigational structure.

www.emmadaviesauthor.com
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Mark Griffiths

Mark writes children’s books, so his website is 

fun and playful. Make sure to visit and see how 

his sidebar navigation is getting abducted by the 

spaceship.

www.markgriffithsbooks.co.uk
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Chuck Wendig

All of the copy on Chuck’s site showcases his witty 

personality, including the brief bio next to his site 

logo and his popular blog. There’s a lot of snark, and 

we love it. 

www.terribleminds.com
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Melanie Benjamin

We love the prominent call-to-action for Melanie’s 

newsletter, along with the blurb from Publishers 

Weekly.

www.melaniebenjamin.com
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AUTHOR BIOS
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Writing an author bio can be a daunting task, but it’s 
also an important task. A well-crafted bio on sites like 
BookBub can help fans and potential readers learn 
more about an author and why they should pick up 
her latest book.

On BookBub, authors who have completed their 
profile may be included as a suggested author when 
new members sign up for BookBub or in emails to 
existing members. Having an intriguing bio on an 
Author Profile can be the difference between a new 
follow and a click on the back button.

While there is no one-size-fits-all formula for writing 
an engaging author bio, here are some Author Profiles 
we love. 

Author Bios
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Marie Force

Marie has a well-structured bio. The first 

paragraph includes the highlights of her biggest 

accomplishments: her bestseller status, sales figures 

for her bestsellers, and her traditional publishing track 

record. She also includes her genre and pen name, 

so readers can quickly get a sense for her work. Her 

second paragraph provides insight into her personal 

life, while the final paragraph details ways fans can 

connect with her online.

www.bookbub.com/authors/marie-force
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Debbie Macomber

Debbie has written more than 150 novels, yet she 

manages to fit the highlights of her career into one 

paragraph. The unique accomplishments of writing 

the first Publishers Weekly-reviewed romance novel 

and receiving a lifetime achievement award let 

readers know that they can expect high-quality books 

from Debbie.

www.bookbub.com/authors/debbie-macomber

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://www.bookbub.com/authors/debbie-macomber
http://www.bookbub.com/authors/debbie-macomber
http://www.bookbub.com/authors/debbie-macomber


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 38

Sylvia Day

Sylvia’s bio is a great example of one that’s on the 

shorter side yet fits in all the essential information, 

including accolades, popular series, and pseudonyms 

so readers can easily find all of her books.

www.bookbub.com/authors/sylvia-day
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Rick Mofina

Including first-hand experiences as a journalist lends 

Rick credibility in his genres of crime fiction and 

thrillers. He also includes a list of well-known authors 

who have praised his work. These endorsements may 

encourage those authors’ fans to give Rick a try.

www.bookbub.com/authors/rick-mofina
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Glynnis Campbell

Glynnis leads with her bestseller status and 

subgenre before launching into her diverse and 

unique personal information. She also includes the 

characteristics of her books in a fun way so readers 

will know what to expect from her work.

www.bookbub.com/authors/glynnis-campbell
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Courtney Milan

Courtney leads with her bestseller status and 

accolades in a concise manner. She also finishes her 

bio with a call-to-action for her mailing list, so we 

applaud her marketing prowess!

www.bookbub.com/authors/courtney-milan
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Melissa Foster

We love how Melissa specifies the types of stories she 

has to offer. She also does a great job of including her 

bestseller status and various accolades.

www.bookbub.com/authors/melissa-foster
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Laurelin Paige

We love Laurelin’s bio because she lets her 

lighthearted personality shine through! She also 

includes information about a monthly giveaway she 

runs through her mailing list, which is enticing and 

unique

www.bookbub.com/authors/laurelin-paige
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Michael Siemsen

Michael’s bio accomplishes a lot in one short 

paragraph — it includes his bestseller status, his most 

popular novels, info about his upcoming release, brief 

biographical information, and still lets his personality 

shine.

www.bookbub.com/authors/michael-siemsen
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Claire Delacroix

While Claire has an extensive backlist, she succinctly 

describes her publishing success and subgenres. She 

also includes all of her pen names so readers can 

easily find her, no matter which name they’re looking 

for.

www.bookbub.com/authors/claire-delacroix
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April White

April’s bio is short and sweet, but is packed with 

interesting information. She was a private investigator 

and survived a shipwreck? How can you not want 

to learn more about this author? She also elegantly 

includes her books’ status and subgenres in the last 

paragraph, along with a call-to-action for readers to 

learn more.

www.bookbub.com/authors/april-white
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Michael R. Hicks

Michael’s bio focuses on what influences his writing: 

Star Trek, science fiction, and several high-profile 

authors. This helps readers who are also fans of those 

mediums connect with Michael, and understand what 

they can expect from his work.

www.bookbub.com/authors/michael-r-hicks
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Angie Fox

We love how Angie distinguishes herself from her 

characters, and in the process makes herself relatable 

to readers. She also mentions her bestseller status 

and best-known works in a humble way.

www.bookbub.com/authors/angie-fox
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Tamera Alexander

Tamera includes a lot of great info in her short 

bio, including what draws readers: “richly-drawn 

characters and thought-provoking plots.” She also 

makes it clear that she’s well-qualified to write about 

the settings of her books, as that’s where she lives! 

This enticing bio makes it clear what we can expect 

from her stories.

www.bookbub.com/authors/tamera-alexander
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Jayne Ann Krentz

We love how Jayne manages multiple pen names. 

She has claimed an Author Profile for each of her 

pseudonyms (which you can see under her name), 

and in her bio she specifies which pen name writes 

for which genre.

www.bookbub.com/authors/jayne-ann-krentz
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Suzanne Woods Fisher

Suzanne includes her top works in her bio so readers 

can easily make the connection to her books that 

they’ve read — or see which they should read next. 

She also provides links to her website and Twitter 

profile. And we love that profile picture!

www.bookbub.com/authors/suzanne-woods-fisher
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Rebecca Zanetti

We love the insight into Rebecca’s personality and 

work ethic here; the bio is a lot more than just a list 

of accolades and titles, yet she manages to fit all of it 

into such a small space.

www.bookbub.com/authors/rebecca-zanetti
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Scott William Carter

Scott has a succinct bio that includes a blurb from a 

major publication, information on his most popular 

series, biographical details, and a call-to-action to visit 

his website, all in a few lines. Plus, we love that unique 

headshot style!

www.bookbub.com/authors/scott-william-carter
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Bella Andre

Bella takes the unique approach of beginning her bio 

with a blurb from a publication, which compares her 

to a highly recognizable author. Bella has an extensive 

backlist, and we also love how she lists all of her titles 

in order for ardent fans who want to read everything 

in a series chronologically.

www.bookbub.com/authors/bella-andre

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://www.bookbub.com/authors/bella-andre
http://www.bookbub.com/authors/bella-andre
http://www.bookbub.com/authors/bella-andre


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 55

Karen Marie Moning

Karen’s bio is a great example of a longer bio. She 

starts with a quote showing her own passion for 

writing fiction, and delves into her personal history, 

accolades, and bestseller status.

www.bookbub.com/authors/karen-marie-moning
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FACEBOOK COVER DESIGNS
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Social media is an important element of any author’s online 
platform. According to a survey of 6,000 readers by Marie 
Force, 69% of readers use Facebook to find information about 
their favorite author, and 88% of readers follow their favorite 
author on Facebook. Facebook pages, public profiles, and 
groups can each be branded with unique cover photo design.

Whenever a Facebook user likes an author’s page, follows an 
author’s profile, or joins an author’s group, the cover photo will 
appear on her News Feed for her friends to see. (Facebook’s 
algorithm determines exactly how many of her friends will 
see it.) The cover photo will also appear on fans’ News Feeds 
whenever it’s updated.

Here are some designs from a mix of traditionally and 
independently published authors to provide inspiration when 
creating a new cover photo.

Facebook Cover Designs
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Dean Koontz

Dean’s cover photo includes his bestseller status accolades, as well as a tease about his 

upcoming book launch.
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Debbie Macomber

Debbie’s cover photo promotes her upcoming release. The photo includes information 

about which series the book is part of, as well as the release date.
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Philippa Gregory

Philippa’s upcoming novel has two different cover designs, and she includes both so each 

would be recognized by readers.
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Lee Child

Lee includes his author photo, as well as the release date of his upcoming novel.
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M. S. Parker

M. S. Parker’s cover photo includes her next book’s cover and its release date.
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Eve Langlais

Eve fits a lot into this cover photo — her upcoming novel’s cover, the release date, the series 

logo, and the book’s enticing logline.
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Julie James

Julie’s designs are always consistent across her platforms — from her website, to Facebook, to 

Twitter. Her cover design also includes a blurb about her new release from a major publication.
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Lauren Weisberger

Lauren’s playful design promotes a book now available in paperback. It includes blurbs, a 

reason for readers to pick up the new book, and the book’s cover.
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Cheryl Bradshaw

Cheryl swaps out her cover design any time she’s about to launch a new book, has released 

a new book, or is running a special promotion.
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Stephen King

Stephen’s cover photo announces that one of his books is exclusively available as an 

audiobook.
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Brenda Novak

Brenda’s cover photo emphasizes the launch date of her upcoming new release — and 

makes us want to take off our shoes and head to the beach!
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Johanna Basford

Johanna shows off some fun by focusing on the cover of one of her bestselling adult 

coloring books.
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Nancy Herkness

Nancy’s cover photo makes it clear that the book she’s showcasing is the first book in a 

series.
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Jeanne Mackin

Jeanne’s cover photo is a great example of how a simple background coordinated with the 

book’s cover can create an elegant design
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James Patterson

James’s cover photo showcases his newest release, highlighting the word “new.”
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Alice Hoffman

Alice’s cover photo displays her bestselling book in front of a visual representation of the 

setting from the novel.
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Sejal Badani

The background of Sejal Badani’s cover photo is like an extension of her book’s cover, 

creating recognizable branding. 
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Ellie Wade

Ellie’s cover photo includes a teaser quote from the book’s narrator in a handwritten font.
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Daniel Silva

Daniel’s cover photo is simple yet effective, including his bestseller status and the cover of 

his popular book.
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Kelly Oram

Kelly’s cover photo acts as a teaser for her upcoming book release.
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Susan Ee

Susan’s cover photo showcases the books in her series, along with a URL for a page where 

readers can sign up for her mailing list to be notified of her next book release.
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Theresa Ragan

Theresa’s cover photo showcases the books in her series along with an enticing tagline
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James Dashner

James includes the covers from his latest series, along with a reminder that he’s the author 

of the popular Maze Runner series.
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Catherine Coulter

Catherine is promoting a new series book, and also displays the first cover in her series to 

spark recognition for existing readers.
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Susan Hatler

Susan showcases three books in her series with a backdrop of a setting from these books.
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Claire Cook

Claire includes the cover designs of her Must Love Dogs series, along with a call-to-action for 

her website.
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Barbara Freethy

Barbara fits a lot into her design, including space for news updates and a blurb from a 

publication.
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Colleen Hoover

Colleen has an extensive backlist, and she includes many of her books in her cover photos.
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Claire Delacroix

We love the “New York Times Bestselling Author” banner, and the blurb above her book 

covers.

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
https://www.facebook.com/AuthorClaireDelacroix?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/AuthorClaireDelacroix?fref=ts


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 87

Daniel Arenson

Daniel showcases artwork from his novel, along with a URL for readers to learn more.
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Hugh Howey

Hugh also displays artwork from one of his books in his cover photo.
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Laurelin Paige

Lauren uses her cover photo as a tool to promote her limited-time discount.
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RaShelle Workman

Rachelle also includes the discounted price of her book in her cover photo.
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Liane Moriarty

Liane’s book Big Little Lies has been published across multiple regions with different covers, 

and her cover photo includes all three variations so readers can recognize them no matter 

where they live.
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Tanya Anne Crosby

Tanya’s cover photo is more focused on author branding, and includes the genres she 

writes so fans can see what kinds of books to expect from her.
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George R.R. Martin

George includes a great illustration showing the crow from Game of Thrones.
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Allison Parr

Allison uses her cover photo to give fans a behind-the-scenes look at life as a writer.
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Brené Brown

Brené Brown also focuses on author branding in her cover photo, along with an inspiring 

quote.
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Veronica Rossi

Veronica has created an emblem to represent her author brand, and she shows it off in her 

cover photo.
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INSTAGRAM
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Instagram
Why are publishers and authors using Instagram to 
promote their books and brands? 

It’s not an ROI-driven marketing tool, but it can have a 
big impact on brands. According to Socialbakers, the 
top brands on Instagram have a 47x higher average 
post engagement rate than the top brands on Twitter. 
And then there’s the scale. As of September 2015, 
Instagram had 400 million monthly active users, more 
than Twitter’s 316 million. 

If you’re looking to use Instagram for book marketing 
but aren’t sure how, take a look at what publishers 
and authors are doing. Here are some of our favorite 
examples.
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Maggie Stiefvater

Maggie holds her newest book and shows props from a scene in the book (the tarot cards were also part of a 

month-long giveaway and offered as a prize to fans).
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J. Daniels

J. Daniels often promotes giveaways and free promotions on her Instagram channel.
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Cheryl Strayed

Cheryl features a teaser quote from her novel, as well as the cover with a comment explaining how readers can 

order a signed, personalized copy (along with the URL).
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Jennifer Niven

Jennifer often uses teaser quotes and artsy images of her workspace to connect with fans.
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Tahereh Mafi

Tahereh often posts artistic photos of her books arranged beautifully or of her workspace for a behind-the-

scenes look.
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R.S. Grey

R.S. Grey provides insight into her writing process, and also shows off the cover of a book she’ll be giving away at 

a conference.
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Jon Krakauer

Jon posts photos with descriptions that delve into the process and inspiration for his writing.
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Ransom Riggs

Ransom displays the cover of his upcoming book, as well as a photo of chapter samplers in a Barnes & Noble to 

create buzz for his new release.

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
https://www.instagram.com/ransomriggs/
https://www.instagram.com/ransomriggs/
https://www.instagram.com/ransomriggs/


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 107

Rainbow Rowell

Rainbow shows fun photos of her books and swag, sometimes with a cute feline sidekick.
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Karina Halle

Karina posts images of teasers for upcoming releases and price promotions as part of a new release campaign.
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Elizabeth Gilbert

Elizabeth showcases handwritten teasers of her new book, as well as a picture of herself with some swag at 

an event.
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Sylvia Day

Sylvia often posts quotes and teasers to her Instagram. This fill-in-the-blank quote encouraged participation in 

the comments.
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Dan Brown

Dan posts images that are scenes from his book. Not only that, if you look at his Instagram profile, most of the 

photos are connected to create another design — fitting for an author whose protagonist is a symbologist!
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Jennifer L. Armentrout 

Jennifer posted photos of her book covers, as well as a promotion for an upcoming release that got fans excited.
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Abbi Glines

Abbi’s images include teasers from her upcoming release and her book on shelves (so fans can see that it was a 

staff recommendation).
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INSTAGRAM
PUBLISHER EXAMPLES
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Penguin Random House

Penguin Random House posted timely content around the holidays and current events. 
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Simon & Schuster

Books aren’t the only prize you can give away. In these examples Simon & Schuster gave away a vacation and 

book bundle, and offered to donate a book every time fans used a hashtag.
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HarperCollins

HarperCollins shared photos of stacks of their books and an upcoming release.
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Bloomsbury Publishing
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Harlequin Teen 

Harlequin Teen displayed teaser quotes creatively, especially with the handwritten quote next to the book.
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Scholastic

Scholastic provided a peek behind the scenes, giving fans a look into their brand and work process. 
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Disney Publishing

Disney displayed their books beautifully. Instead of taking a straight-on shot of a book, they used angles or 

interesting backdrops to make the book stand out in users’ feeds.
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Houghton Mifflin Harcourt 

In these examples from Houghton Mifflin Harcourt, the props were relevant to the book and tied to a giveaway 

they’re running.
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Chronicle Books

Chronicle sourced these photos from fans, and gave credit where it’s due. They also created a hashtag for fans 

to submit photos for reposting on their Instagram. 
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Little, Brown and Company

Little, Brown created art with their swag! The swag was also relevant to the books: “Not Sorry” buttons for 

The Life-Changing Magic of Not Giving a F*ck and honey with custom labels for Honeydew.
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Crown Publishing

Crown Publishing used Instagram to host book giveaways. They made it obvious that the books in the 

image are up for grabs by including the word “giveaway” in large red font. 
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Entangled Teen

In these posts, Entangled promoted deals and temporary discounts on Instagram. 
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Riverhead Books

Riverhead branded The After Party by using relevant props and lighting to set the tone.
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Viking Books

Viking Books knew their audience loves books.  And everyone loves animals. Books + animals = #instawin.
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Grand Central Publishing

Grand Central reposted fantastic photos and promotions from their authors using the Repost app (iOS | 

Android).
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PINTEREST
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Pinterest
Today 42% of all women and 13% of all men online 
in the US use Pinterest. Those numbers make 
Pinterest one of the world’s most popular social 
networking sites — and they’re attracting publishers 
and authors hoping to reach more readers.

In case you’re not familiar with Pinterest, it’s a virtual 
pin board where you can pin images from other 
sites, linking back to the original source. Other 
users can re-pin those images to their boards, thus 
sharing the images with their followers. Just like 
Facebook or Twitter, Pinterest can be a great way to 
attract new audiences.

Here are examples of authors and publishers using 
Pinterest to reach fans and new reader
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Jody Hedlund

Jody created a board for each of her books, providing 

visualizations of various scenes and characters.
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Lucinda Brant

Lucinda’s novel-specific boards include a wealth 

of information about the time period, from jewelry 

and items characters used to paintings and maps 

depicting the settings. Each pin has a detailed 

description of the image’s relevance to the book.
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Cheryl Bradshaw

Cheryl compiled images of props and scenery from 

her book series with detailed descriptions, so readers 

could see how she envisioned these elements.
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Sarah J. Maas

Sarah created boards for each of her books that are a 

mix of inspiration and fan art.
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Alexandra Bracken

Each of Alexandra’s boards include visualizations of 

scenes and fan art for her books.
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Leigh Bardugo

Leigh’s character inspiration boards let readers see 

what her main characters look like and what kinds of 

clothes they wear. 
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Jennifer Niven

Jennifer lets readers take a peek into her main 

characters’ playlists.

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
https://www.pinterest.com/allbrightplaces/
https://www.pinterest.com/allbrightplaces/


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 139

James Patterson

James has a board specifically promoting book 

previews available for readers to download for free.
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Katie Ganshert

Katie has a board featuring short stories she’s written 

that readers can get for free.
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Hugh Howey

Hugh has compiled his interviews and photos from 

book signings on one board.

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
https://www.pinterest.com/hughhowey/
https://www.pinterest.com/hughhowey/


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 142

Elizabeth Gilbert

Elizabeth has a dedicated board linking to her 

interviews and chats.
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Sylvia Day

Sylvia has a board to share photos fans have taken of 

her books.
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Beth Revis

Beth has a board dedicated to the fan art readers 

have created. The board also explains how readers 

can include their own fan art in the board’s 

description.
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Johanna Basford

Johanna’s Colour Club board includes pages fans have 

completed from her coloring books.
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Abbi Glines

Abbi has a board that promotes each of the contests 

and giveaways she runs online, at conferences, and at 

parties and events.
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Marissa Meyer

Marissa ran a Pinterest-specific contest and posted 

the entries on a dedicated contest Pinterest board. 

You can see the entry rules of her contest here.
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Kellie Coates Gilbert

Kellie created a board that she shared with about 60 

other authors. They use it to pin updates on book 

promotions they’re running so followers can keep up 

with all of them in one place.
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J. Daniels

Many authors have a board showing off their cover 

designs. J. Daniels’s board is a great example of this.
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Jodi Picoult

Jodi Picoult created a board promoting her book tour 

for Leaving Time so fans would know which cities she’d 

be visiting.
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Corinne Michaels

Many authors have boards with quotes that inspire 

them. This gives readers great insight into their 

writing process.
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Kami Garcia

Kami has compiled several boards for writing tips. 

This is a great example of Pinterest as a productivity 

tool, not just a marketing tool.
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Debbie Macomber

Debbie created a board to inspire people who run 

book clubs (or want to start one).
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Becky Wade

Many authors have boards for books they 

recommend. This is a chance for authors to cross-

promote each other’s work.
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PINTEREST
PUBLISHER EXAMPLES
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Kensington Publishing Corp.

Kensington has created a separate board for each of 

their subgenres. They also provide recommendations 

for reading groups and other literary themes via 

individual boards.
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Penguin Random House

Many of the publishing houses, including Penguin 

Random House, have a board for sharing the top 

book recommendations from their imprints.
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Simon & Schuster

Simon & Schuster created a Tips on Healthy Living 

blog. Each post on this blog shares valuable and 

educational information about health and fitness, and 

promotes a relevant book at the bottom of the article. 

This Pinterest board is dedicated to sharing tips from 

this blog. This is a great example of using content 

marketing to promote books.

INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE 158

http://insights.bookbub.com/http:/insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/6D1rP
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/download-the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
https://www.pinterest.com/simonschuster/
http://www.tipsonlifeandlove.com/
https://www.pinterest.com/simonschuster/
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://insights.bookbub.com/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=http://insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/link/?url=http://insights.bookbub.com/the-ultimate-collection-of-book-marketing-examples
http://ctt.ec/vxP87


INSIGHTS.BOOKBUB.COMSHARE EBOOK 159

HarperCollins

HarperCollins created this popular Pinterest board for 

fans of Downton Abbey. 
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Bloomsbury Publishing

Bloomsbury has created several boards dedicated 

to specific books that fans can follow. The boards 

contain contest news, sneak peeks, and bonus 

content.
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Harlequin Books

Harlequin has a board that alerts followers about 

sales and free giveaways for their books.
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DK Books

DK Books created a board containing downloadable 

and printable activity sheets for kids, each with a tie-in 

to one of their books
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Candlewick Press

Candlewick Press created a board dedicated to the 

#WeNeedDiverseBooks campaign showing how they 

support the movement by publishing books with 

diverse characters.
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Scholastic

Scholastic created holiday cards that anyone could 

send to their friends, each with a tie-in to one of their 

books. They compiled these cards on one Pinterest 

board.
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Disney Hyperion

To build buzz, Disney Hyperion created a board 

dedicated to sneak peeks and excerpts from their 

upcoming releases.
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Scholastic

Scholastic created holiday cards that anyone could 

send to their friends, each with a tie-in to one of their 

books. They compiled these cards on one Pinterest 

board.
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Macmillan Kids

Macmillan Kids created several boards dedicated 

to specific books, each including fan art and visual 

quotes from the book.
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Tor Books

Tor created a board to showcase their authors’ and 

books’ presence at popular conferences and events.
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Houghton Mifflin Harcourt

Houghton Mifflin Harcourt created a board dedicated 

to displaying their book trailers so readers could 

easily find all of them in one place.
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Chronicle Books

The Chronicle Books Blog features articles on style, 

food, design, culture, DIY, and more. Each article has 

a tie-in to one of the books they’ve published. To drive 

traffic, they create unique Pinterest boards for each 

individual blog post.
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Little, Brown and Company

Every publisher on this list creates boards that aren’t 

self promotional, including this fun board from Little, 

Brown showcasing fashion items with a bookish 

theme.
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Crown Publishing

Animals are a popular theme across publishers’ 

Pinterest boards. Here’s a cute example from Crown.
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Have you claimed your 
BookBub Author Profile?
Help millions of readers discover your books.

Here are some of the ways BookBub helps BookBub Authors — authors who have claimed and completed their profile — reach new readers:

SIGN-UP SUGGESTIONS
When new readers sign up for BookBub, 

BookBub suggests authors to follow.

EMAIL SUGGESTIONS
BookBub sends emails to readers suggesting 

specific authors to follow.

BOOK PAGE FOLLOW BUTTONS
The BookBub.com book pages include the 

author’s bio with a follow button.

CLAIM YOURS NOW: PARTNERS.BOOKBUB.COM/AUTHORS
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